

JOB DESCRIPTION - Clearing of the line using hand tools (Grass and Debris Removal)

Brief Description of the Task:
Before any track maintenance can be carried out all grass and debris must be removed from the line area to create a safe working environment free of hazards caused by excess debris and grass.

Tools Required:
Mattocks, shovels, hoes, wheelbarrows, rakes, PPE 
Task List:

1) Wear appropriate PPE – Steel capped boots, safety vest, leather gloves, hat, sun protection, and hardhat where necessary
2) Identify what has to be removed

3) Loosen all grass and debris being aware of all hazards outlined below

4) Remove rubbish to disposal area

5) Area should be treated at a later time with weed control measures.

Hazards and Control Measures

	
	Hazard Risk Assessment

	
	Rating  1  -  6     High Risk

	
	Rating  7  – 15   Medium Risk

	
	Rating 16 – 25   Low Risk


	Process Step
	Hazard
	Risk
	Control Measure
	Risk
	Person

Responsible

	Know your work area.
	You may enter the wrong area and be unaware of the hazards within.

	1
	Ensure you are in the correct area, and are fully aware of the hazards. 
	16
	Everybody

	Access to work area
	Vehicle hazards, overloading, erratic driving
	3
	Always travel with a licensed driver, never overload a vehicle.


	20
	Everybody

	
	Major Incident/ Accident
	1
	Be aware of OTHR operational procedures and who are the first aiders in your team.  If in doubt ask your Team Leader.


	21
	Everybody

	Grass and debris removal
	Sharp and eroded edges
	11
	Remove or make safe where possible, advise team leader, if unable to remove than make safe and mark.

	24
	Everybody

	Process Step

	Hazard
	Risk
	Control Measure
	Risk
	Person

Responsible

	
	Snakes and wildlife
	14
	Be aware of the dangers of snakebite and know how to treat if bitten.  If other dangerous wildlife is located, then alert the team leader and other workers.


	23
	Everybody

	
	Hand tools 
	13
	Avoid makeshift tools, ensure tools are in good order, ensure you are familiar with the operation of the tool and the task requirements.


	20
	Everybody

	
	Hammer blows
	7
	Ensure good footing and a firm grip.  Avoid makeshift drifts and punches.


	25
	Everybody

	
	Sparks and fires
	3
	Be aware of fire danger requirements. A Hot Work Permit may be required. This may have additional control measures.  Direct sparks and hot metal spray away from persons,

buildings and plant.  Never light a fire without some way of controlling it.


	24
	Everybody

	
	Back injuries, slips and Falls.
	3
	Ensure correct lifting methods are used at all times.  Get help if required. Do not take risks, ask the team leader if unsure.  Use mechanical methods where possible. Avoid working in slippery areas.


	25 
	Everybody

	
	Hidden dangers 
	2
	Be aware of collapsed areas near culverts and covered holes in the bench. Prod suspect areas prior to commencing work to ensure a sound footing. 


	19
	Everybody


	Process Step
	Hazard
	Risk
	Control Measure
	Risk
	Person Responsible

	
	Fatigue & dehydration
	4
	Take turns with heavy equipment.  Maintain fluids by drinking plenty of water. Advise team leader if feeling unwell.


	23
	Everybody



	
	Mobile plant
	1
	Be careful when working near operating plant. Ensure the operator is aware of your duties and location at all times. Never approach operating plant from the rear. After gaining the operator’s attention, approach from the front or cab side of the machine if you wish to speak to the operator.
	24
	Everybody

	
	Fumes
	6
	Never work below power- operated machinery.

Exhaust fumes can be deadly. If fumes from plant are affecting you, notify your team leader and move away.
	19
	Everybody

	
	Heights and depths
	2
	Be aware of deep cattle stops and some culverts. When working on or near these, take special care not to fall off or into an open void.
	23
	Everybody

	Weather conditions
	Heat stress
	3
	If dizzy, light-headed and your urine smells and is dark yellow, then you are suffering heat stress. Advise your team leader urgently. 
	20
	Everybody

	
	Extreme cold
	3
	Use common sense to make a team decision about working in very cold conditions. Your welfare is our concern. Talk to your team leader.
	18
	Everybody

	
	Rain
	6
	OTHR does not expect you to work in the rain. Other duties may be available or the work rescheduled. 
	24
	Everybody


	Process Step

	Hazard
	Risk
	Control Measure
	Risk
	Person Responsible

	Light earthworks
	Lack of control, erratic movements. 
	6
	Only operate machinery if you hold the correct Workcover ticket or have an OTHR qualification to operate the machinery.
	23
	Everybody

	
	Rotating equipment
	2
	Ensure a suitable buffer is between the plant and you. OTHR recommends a minimum of 5m for light mobile plant. Never work or clear rotating equipment unless it is completely stopped and made safe. 

A hardhat must be worn within 5m of equipment
	24
	Everybody



