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	SITE NOTICE



Hierarchy (Grading) of Controls

ELIMINATE OR CONTROL THE RISKS


All risks must be eliminated, or if this is not reasonably practicable, controlled to the fullest extent possible. Decisions must be made about the most practicable and cost effective solutions.


HIERARCHY OF CONTROLS


The following hierarchy of controls must be applied in sequence, working from the most effective (elimination) to the least effective (using PPE).  If no single measure is sufficient to control the risk to the lowest level reasonably practicable, then a combination of measures should be used.

· ELIMINATE - Remove the hazard altogether e.g. cease using a hazardous chemical or piece of equipment.

· SUBSTITUTE - Replace the material, process, chemical or machine with a less hazardous one 

· ISOLATE - Isolate the hazard from the person at risk or place a barrier around the hazard.

· USE ENGINEERING CONTROLS - Engineering controls include enclosure, containment and designing and installing equipment to counteract the hazard e.g. install safety harnesses for working at height.

· USE ADMINISTRATIVE CONTROLS - Establish and document work procedures and safe work practices e.g. effectively supervise employees; develop; provide instruction and training in safe work methods; implement job rotation systems and document safety procedures.

· USE PERSONAL PROTECTIVE EQUIPMENT (PPE) - Use appropriately designed and properly fitted equipment in conjunction with other control measures identified from above e.g. use safety goggles, gloves and aprons.


Note that using PPE does not change the existence of the hazard and should only be used to minimise risks if there are no other practicable ways to control the hazard.

PPE should be used in conjunction with other control measures. 
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