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	Section Car - Branch Line Operation



STANDARD OPERATING PROCEDURE.

Safe Working Instruction - Section Cars on the Branch Line.
Any section car used on the Branch Line - Stage 1, must be operated subject to the conditions and definitions specified below.

1. UNDER NO CIRCUMSTANCES CAN THE SECTION CAR BE OPERATED BY AN UNAUTHORISED PERSON.
2. Only FINANCIAL MEMBERS of Oberon Tarana Railway Inc (OTHR) may drive or travel on the Section Car.
3. The Section Car is only to be operated for the purpose of MAINTENANCE or testing. 
4. Fettlers working in the DANGER ZONE (see definition below) must have a Track Safety Awareness Certificate – check with your Team Leader.
5. Operations will be carried out between SUNRISE and SUNSET only.
6. Drivers and crew are bound by OTHR policies such as: Worker Safety; Drug and Alcohol use; Fatigue Management etc.
7. Section Cars are not to be used for carrying passengers other than OTHR track workers or representatives of statutory authorities engaged in testing or accrediting the Section Car.
8. WRITTEN AUTHORITY to move the Section Car must be obtained from the operations manger (or in his/ her absence the track manager). 

9. The authority specified in “8.” above can only be issued to an AUTHORIZED SECTION CAR DRIVER. 

10. This authority can only be issued if NO MOVEMENT OF OTHER ROLLING STOCK is at that time authorised or occurring on the Branch Line.
11. The written authority will be in the form as shown in Appendix “A” (AUTHORITY TO OPERATE SOP – 002A) attached to this instruction.

12. Having received the completed “Authority to Operate Section Car in Oberon Yard” the authorised driver will carry out a DAILY SECTION CAR CHECK SOP – 001B as shown in Appendix “B” to satisfy (in writing) to him/herself that the Section Car is safe to operate.

13. The authorised driver will use the Section Car to complete the required task in a safe manner and in the shortest possible time.
14.  Maximum speed of the Section Car within the Oberon station yard is 5KPH (walking speed) and 15KPH on the Branch Line.
15. The Section Car must operate at DEAD SLOW speed when near rail safety workers, pedestrians, plant, machinery, danger zones or when reversing.
16. All crew members must wear appropriate PPE including an approved safety vest.
17. The Section Car must carry a prescribed size of RED FLAG which is to be displayed when the car is stationary or stopping.

18. The horn and safety beacon must be tested before operations commence and the safety beacon must be ON during all operations.

19. Heavy equipment must be stowed in a manner which prevents injury to passengers and crew should the section car stop suddenly or be involved in an accident.

20. It is the responsibility of the authorized driver or designated crew member to set any points encountered to the correct setting prior to the Section Car reaching the point (trailing through wrongly set points is not permitted).
21. The Section Car is NOT to be used as a shunting locomotive. The Section Car can, subject to the approval of the Operations Manager, tow a light weight trailer. The laden weight of the trailer is to be less than the aggregate weight of the section car.
22. The number of passengers (including the driver) shall at no time exceed 4. 
23. No passengers are to be carried at any time on a trailer.

24. The driver must refuse to move the Section Car if other workers contravene these instructions.

25. Due consideration must be given to minimizing noise to residents or the public.

26. Road / Rail Interface (Level Crossings):

a. The section car must approach the road at a slow speed ready to stop.

b. The section car must be brought to a STOP before reaching the road.

c. The driver should check the operation of the horn and safety beacon. 

d. The designated Flag Person must alight and:

i. Check the road and if no traffic is approaching, then

ii. Visually inspect the flange ways to ascertain that they are not blocked and are clear to a depth of at least 35mm, and

iii. If satisfied that the flange ways are clear, and if there is still no risk of collision, wave the section car across.

e. The driver should sound the horn, proceed at a slow walking speed and also satisfy him/herself that the road is clear. 

f. When across, the section car is to be stopped for the crew to safely board.

27. Additional care must be taken for pedestrians, cyclists and stock which may have approached or wandered into the danger zone.

28. There are also stock crossings on the Branch Line and these must be approached with extreme care as farmers may sometimes use these crossings. Use dead slow speed where visibility is good and STOP if in doubt.

29. As this is a Pioneer Line, stock may cross the line within any unfenced area. Stock have right of way and you must SLOW or STOP until the line is clear.

Definitions:

SECTION CAR: a light weight 4 wheel maintenance car which can be lifted onto the rail line. It is normally powered by a small internal combustion engine. It may otherwise be known as a powered trolley; a “trike” (incorrect term as it has 4 wheels); a ganger’s car; a “speeder” (U.S. term) or similar name.
AUTHORIZED SECTION CAR DRIVER: a financial member of OTHR who has completed a recognized training course for driving a section car. The driver must carry a current, numbered certificate (card) indicating that satisfactory qualifications are held.
OBERON STATION YARD is defined as all track located north of the buffer stops at the south end of Oberon yard but ending south of the level crossing at Albion Street. There are no road level crossings within Oberon Yard.
OBERON BRANCH LINE (STAGE 1) is defined as all track located North of the level crossing at Albion Street up to and including the yard at Hazelgrove. There are SEVERAL ROAD CROSSINGS in that section and GREAT CARE must be exercised. No operations are permitted North of Hazelgrove yard.
DANGER ZONE: everywhere within 3m horizontally from the nearest rail and any distance above or below this 3m, unless a safe place exists or can be created.
