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History on the Move 
 

Newsletter of Oberon Tarana Heritage Railway 
August 2024 
 

 

Presidentôs Message 

 

¶ Open Days and Winter Lunch 
We had good attendance figures for the July and August first Saturday Open Days. 
Merchandise sales were above average. 
The winter lunch was a sell out and we received excellent feedback from those attending. 
 

¶ Future Bookings 
We already have bookings from clubs and other community groups in October and November. 
It is going to be a very busy couple of months 
 

¶ Variation of accreditation 
We have had several meetings with representatives from Transport Heritage New South Wales 
and the Office of the National Rail Safety Regulator. You probably know that the SȅŘƴŜȅΩǎ ƴŜǿ 
metro line (Chatswood to Sydenham) will begin taking passengers from Monday 18th August 
after the National Rail Safety Regulator gave the project its άfinal tick of approvalέΦ We have a 
lot of work to do in order to get that final tick of approval to run a passenger train to 
Hazelgrove. That final tick from the regulator is dependent on our documents for the 
Management of the Change, the Quality and Integrity of our risk Register and Safety 
Management Systems. 
 

¶ Annual General Meeting 
The AGM will be held on Wednesday 9th October. It was previously advertised to be held in the 
RSL but that is likely to change because the RSL is currently not open on Wednesdays. There 
will be more detail about the venue change and nomination documents in a separate email in 
early September. Nomination documents have to be in 7 days before the AGM. 
 

¶ Georges River Model Railway Club Goulburn 7th and 8th of September. 
This club organised the Model Railway Exhibition in the Malachi Gilmore Hall for us last year. 
They have asked us to have a display during the two-day event in Goulburn. I will be attending 
with advertising material, photographic display as well as some electronic input. More detail 
page 15. 
 

¶ Oberon Council 356 Funding 
The secretary, Elaine Boxer and I attended the 2024/2025 Oberon Council Section 356 
Financial Assistance Presentation yesterday afternoon. Our support grant of $5000 is for 
rental, insurance and vegetation control. A very welcome contribution! 

 

Greg Bourne 
President   Email: admin@othr.com.au  Mobile: 0437 389 684 

  

mailto:admin@othr.com.au
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Track report - Setting up Hazelgrove Turnout 
 

 

 
Volunteers temporarily layout rodding and bell cranks. 

  

Recently works continued at 
Hazelgrove with the initial layout of 
rodding and cranks to connect the 
turnout to one of our grand frames. 
This was performed at the south end 
of the runaround loop. The frame 
ƘŜǊŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŀǘŜŘ ŦǊŀƳŜέ.έΣ ŀǎ 
it was originally before removal many 
years ago. This southern end requires 
a facing point lock (FPL) to allow 
passenger services to traverse it. 

Facing point lock and rodding being 
positioned for fitment. 
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David Turek ς Master Carpenter/Joiner 

 
Restoring heritage trains takes skills, money, passion and 
time. Throw in a bit of luck too.  The Oberon Tarana 
Heritage Railway (OTHR) group scored well when skilled 
joiner David Turek took his family to the Malachai Hall in 
Oberon last year where enthusiasts from across NSW were 
displaying their model trains. The displays included a 
model of the proposed line from Oberon to Tarana. 
/ŀǊǊƛŀƎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŜƴƎƛƴŜǎ ŀǊŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻǳǇΩǎ ǇƻǎǎŜǎǎƛƻƴΣ Ƴƻǎǘ 
needing some restoration.  
5ŀǾƛŘ ƛǎ .ŀǘƘǳǊǎǘ ΨōƻǊƴ ŀƴŘ ōǊŜŘΩ. Nƻǿ ōŀǎŜŘ ƛƴ hΩ/ƻƴƴŜƭƭΣ 
running his joinery business - Turek Joinery. He has done 
extensive restoration works in Bathurst, including those 
for the National Trust. Through his skills he can repair or 
replace heritage windows, doors, staircases and cabinetry. 
You name it, David has probably done it. He has worked 
on major buildings in Bathurst including the Court House, 
57 Keppel Street, Hatherly House, the Royal Hotel and the 
restoration of Blackdown House in collaboration with Clive 
Lucas Stapleton and Partners. Away from Bathurst he has 
worked on, among others, the Hydro Majestic and Jenolan 
Caves House. A current focus is repairing and replacing the 
frames holding stain glass windows in churches. 
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For the OTHR group his challenge recently has been to first recreate a gutter moulding mould for HS36. The 
original gutter was rotted out with a 1 metre section totally missing. Using salvaged 19th century oregon David 
created the length of timbers needed for the carriage. Shown below is one of the lengths of gutter. 

 
OTHR is very fortunate that David found his way to the 2023 Centenary exhibition. With his skills, passion 

and vast collection of salvaged timbers. 

 

HS36 Update 
Work continues in earnest on HS36. New sections of gutter were delivered as mentioned above. Dowelling of all 
ƴŀƛƭ ŀƴŘ ǎŎǊŜǿ ƘƻƭŜǎ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƴƻǊǘƘ Ŝŀǎǘ ǿŀƭƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƎǳŀǊŘΩǎ compartment. This framework 
has been coated in bitumen paint for its protection prior to matchboard being applied. We were in a position to 
apply the new matchboard to this framework but found the compound curve at the base of the wall would have 
been too tight to bend the board and subsequently it would not be possible to install the next board into it. We 
have since built a frame to steam bend the bottom of the boards to allow easy fitment. 
The corner of the roof where the gutter is attached at the guardΩǎ ŜƴŘ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŎƭŜŀƴŜŘΣ ōƛǘǳƳŜƴ ǇŀƛƴǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ 
new canvas applied from the roof to the bottom of the gutter line. The next step here is to bitumen patch and 
paint the roof, but only after the lighting electrical cables have been replaced. 
The guards end outer wall was then addressed with the removal of the heavily damaged and rotten matchboards. 
The frame was revealed showing a lot of evidence of its former configurations. Interconnectivity cabling was still 
in place. This cabling allowed passengers isolated ƛƴ ǘƘŜ άŘƻƎ ōƻȄŜǎέ ǘƻ ǇǊŜǎǎ ŀ ōǳǘǘƻƴ ƛŦ ƴŜŜŘŜŘ ǘƻ ŀƭŜǊǘ ǘƘŜ 
guard. The guard would then drop the air to signal to the engineer to stop the train. This interconnectivity cable 
would connect to the next car in the consist, thus enabling all cars to have the ability to signal the guard if an 
emergency occurred. 
The rear framework was in pretty good condition with just some rot in the lower timber to be cut out and 
replaced. That said over 1200 nail and screw holes were dowelled. The frame then bitumen painted ready for 
matchboard to be applied. 
Work continues inside the car with paint preparations in the first-class compartments. The ceilings, even though 
they were laser cleaned, still require some clean up in the fiddly corners. 
One of our zinc ceiling panels was found to have quite a few holes in it. They almost look like they were caused 
by electrolysis at some point which would not be surprising given they are zinc. We are lucky to have a pressed 
metal ceiling manufacturer in Bathurst. Scott from Wunderlite was more than happy to assist us with how to 
repair this panel. Unfortunately, he did not have our pattern on hand but kindly supplied us with a zinc sheet to 
help patch the panel to create a base on which to perform a repair. 
We have found and sourced our malthoid floor coverings from a supplier in Wetherill Park. Malthoid is an all-
natural flooring product used for many many years. Most will remember it as lino. This product is made in France 
and distributed through Forbo. Malthoid is what was used in HS36 along with many other items of rolling stock 
in the NSW fleet. 
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Vent repair works 
 


