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February 14
th

 2018 

 

….From the President’s 

desk…. 

 
At the December Committee Meeting we decided 
to cancel the January usual “first weekend of the 
month” working bee. Work has continued in a 
variety of ways. A small group of Oberon members 
have continued to keep the station precinct looking 
good. On Tuesday and Wednesday of last week 
(16th & 17th January) a small group, which included 
members from Sydney, worked in the rolling stock 
shed to change the access point and address some 
of the hazards that had been identified for visitors 
on the monthly open days. Wednesday was a 
bigger day. We have a grant to paint the interior of 
the station and of course everything had to be 
moved out, it was and is now stored in the 
refrigerated van. Painting will start on 31st January 
and take five or six days. Some extra help will be 
needed at that time. Contact me by email or phone 
if you can add your skills to the project. 
 
We will continue to look at arrangements for 
working bees. Look at the list on the website and 
offer to help in any way you can. On a regular basis 
we need gardeners, painters, computer data entry 
persons, track workers and carpenters to join the 
list of people we can call on to help out. 
 
Last month I mentioned in my comments that we 
expected that the Wickham section car/track 
maintenance vehicle would be “good to go” 
midway through January. I have been told that it is 
ready to be picked up from O’Connell. Thank you 
Aaron Faulds for getting it going. It should be back 
on site in the first week in February. The members 
who want to become operators of TMV’s will have 
to get a Category 2 medical certificate, complete 

the training module, and complete a test. A 
certificate of competence will be issued by OTHR. If 
you are interested, let me know or committee 
member know! 
 
Arthur Robinson and Graham Williams are working 
on their section car that they recently purchased. 
The Michael Merret restoration is nearing 
completion. When there is a movement at the 
station the word will spread around! 
 
Last Monday I went to Bathurst and managed to 
get the Category 2 certificate. It is not particularly 
hard to get. Drug and alcohol tests, mobility and 
strength tests, examination of previous medical 
history as well as visual and audio tests. Overall two 
trips to Bathurst and a reasonably big dent in my 
budget. 
 
Peter Mills Web Design has submitted his final 
design for the new web pages to the committee 
who have been asked to critique it and make sure it 
is good to go in the near future. 
 
In recent times members of the committee have 
met with the Mayor of Oberon and representatives 
of John Holland Rail to obtain a Heritage Operators 
Licence for the track north of Albion Street in 
Oberon. These matters are continuing and more 
meetings will be organised in the future. 
 
 
Greg Bourne 
President 
 
 
 

 
 

President Greg Bourne 
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Oberon Tarana 

Heritage Railway Inc. 

Mission Statement 
 

To operate voluntary run tourist trains 
between Oberon, Hazelgrove and 
ultimately Tarana. 
 
To have the Oberon Station precinct as 
a vibrant Heritage Railway Display run 
by volunteers as a professional tourist 
centre. 

 
 
 

 

Editor’s thoughts 
 
Plans, plans and bloody plans! 
 
Plans and budgets; who needs them! We at OTHR 
certainly don’t; things will just happen, doors will 
open and money will just appear. 
If you believe this you also believe in fairies at the 
bottom of the garden! Unfortunately OTHR does 
need a plan and many of them, just as we need a 
budget. Plans and budgets go hand in hand and 
there’s no doubt in that. 
 
I hope that this article and the one on budgets from 
last month gives you an insight of the type of tasks 
your committee must tackle in running the small 
business that is Oberon Tarana Heritage Railway 
Inc. 
 
 By way of explanation I’ve borrowed from an 
article by Tim Berry the founder of many 
companies whose explanation of a business plan is 
quite clear. In its simplest form, a business plan is a 
guide - a roadmap for our business that outlines 
goals and details of how we plan to achieve those 
goals. At its heart, a business plan is just a plan for 

how our business is going to work, and how we are 
going to make it succeed. 
OTHR has a formal business document that 
includes an executive summary, an association 
overview, some information about each main 
member of the management team and their role in 
the association and details of the association’s 
financial plan. 
 
 That financial plan is the culmination of our 
budget. Essentially the business plan tells us where 
we are going, how we’ll get there and how we’ll 
pay for it. 
 
No plan, no budget equals eventual disaster. 
 
I read recently about the failure of the Canberra 
Railway Museum. It appeared that they had no up 
to date business plan nor a satisfactory budget and 
they were eventually doomed. If the Museum is to 
be reincarnated, then there has been a call for a 
business plan (and budget) to be produced that is 
sustainable and achievable. Surely this is a warning 
to the membership of OTHR that the same fate 
could happen here without a plan and a budget. 
Business plans are moveable depending on 
circumstances and so are budgets to a degree. 
However budgets must always reflect our income 
and expenditure at any given moment to ensure 
our solvency. 
 
Every member of OTHR has a responsibility to help 
your committee stick to our plan and to ensure we 
spend our income judiciously so we remain solvent. 
 
“A man who does not plan long ahead will find 
trouble at his door. 
 
Confucius” 
 
. 

 
 

New members Roger Smith and Peter Dunham 
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At Oberon, NSW circa 1947/50. 

 
 
                     
                                                                                                     
                                                                                                   

 
 

                                                                                                    
                                                                                                  
                                                                                                  
                                                                                                   
                                                                                                  
         
                                                               

General meeting 

 
 
Reserve the date, 7th February 2018 for the Oberon 
Tarana Heritage Railway Inc. general meeting. 
 
Secretary Elaine will enlist the assistance of an 
interesting guest speaker for the meeting. 
 
Don’t miss it! 
 

Photo Acknowledgement 
Photos featured in this month’s newsletter were 
supplied by new member Roger Smith of Lemon 
Tree Passage NSW. 
He says the photos are of old family friends of the 
Fitzgerald’s circa 1947/50; they also feature Chris 
McEwan. Many shooting weekends riding the rails. 
 
. 

 

 
Roger Smith and Patrick circa 1947/50 

Important Information. 
 
Help us bring our heritage railway to life by 
becoming a financial member of the Oberon Tarana 
Heritage Railway Inc. 
Membership of Oberon Tarana Heritage Railway 
Inc. is a valuable way you can contribute to our 
vision. Individual annual membership costs $20.00 
per year and new members are welcomed at any 
time during the year. 
 
Membership is required to cover insurance for any 
volunteer work you are able to contribute. 
 
Membership is due at the end of June annually. 
Your subscription will help us financially as well as 
insure you for any volunteer work you may carry 
out on our project. 
 

 

Big News for OTHR. 

 
Our colleagues over at The Oberon Heritage & 
Collectors Club Inc. have announced that the 
annual Highlands Steam & Vintage Fair will be 
rested in 2018 to refresh and regroup. 
 
Oberon Tarana Heritage Railway Inc. will stage a 
display to cover the gap year. 
 
Our event is called the Heritage Transport Rally to 
be held on 10th & 11th March 2018 at the Oberon 
Railway Station Precinct. Display times are: 
Saturday 10th March, 12 – 4 PM  
Sunday 11th March, 8 – 12 noon. 
 
Come and see: 

 Heritage Rail Carriages 

 Trikes 

 Steam Road Traction Engines 

 Cars 

 Trucks 

 Station Memorabilia display 

 More 

 NEXT MEETING 

 

 General Meeting 
 

7th February 2018 
 

7.30PM 
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This is our first rally and is proudly presented by: 

 Oberon Tarana Heritage Railway Inc. 

 Oberon Heritage & Collectors Club Inc. 

 Skoda and Tatra Museum 

 The Society of Drivers, Engineers and 
Mechanics 

 
Don’t miss this one and spread the word! 
 
See flyer attached. 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Rally preparation well in 

hand. 
 
Secretary Elaine advises that preparation for the 
Heritage Transport Rally is well in hand. 
 
If you or a group that you are associated with 
would like to display, please contact our Secretary. 
Remember this is not purely a train expo but more 
an anything heritage rally and your display would 
be welcome. 
If you have nothing to display, come anyway; 
there’s sure to be something that will interest you. 
 
 
 

 
 

Peter Dunham and Patrick at Oberon circa 

1947/50 

 

 

About Oberon…… 
 
Modern Oberon is a community town.  We are a 
strong town that is not bluffed by political 
motivation. 
 
Oberon is a Rugby League town, a historic railway 
town, a history town, camp draft town, rodeo 
town, little athletics town, superior schools town, a 
fishing town, a U3A town as well as many others. 
 
To the visitor, Oberon is a tidy town with some of 
the world’s best known tourist attractions; to the 
resident Oberon is plainly a welcoming town in 
which to live. 
 
Oberon has the best independent council in NSW 
which administers facilities second to none.  
 
No matter what your interest, you’ll find a group or 
association nearby that can cater to that interest. 
 
Parochial comments, maybe, but come and spend a 
little time with us and you’ll never want to leave! 
 
 

 
 

Oberon Street, Oberon NSW circa 1947/50 
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Next Working Bee 
Saturday 3rd February 2018 

To 
Wednesday 7th February 2018 

 
 
 
 

News from the January 

working bee 
 

No working bee was scheduled for January. 
However an extraordinary working bee was 
organised at short notice to pack and move 
equipment and files to the refrigeration van in 
order for the painting of the station’s interior to be 
facilitated. 
Thanks go to those members who were able to help 
out at very short notice. Your committee is always 
appreciative of those members prepared to drop 
everything and spare a few hours when the call is 
made. 
 

Important Dates 
 
Open days are held on the 1st Saturday of each 
month to coincide with the Oberon Farmers 
Market. Please note the roster below and ensure 
you attend as necessary. 

 

 February 3rd       Arthur Robinson 
 

 March 10th & 11th     OTHR Heritage 
Transport Rally. There will be no open day 
on March 3rd. 

 

 April 7th                Greg Bourne   
 

 May 5th                Col & Glenda Bembrick 
 

 June 2nd                Elaine Boxer 
 

 July 7th                 Arthur Robinson 
 

 
 

The rest of 2018 will be allocated at a later date. If 
you wish to volunteer at the open days please 
contact Secretary Elaine. All that’s required is a 
broad knowledge of OTHR history and an ability to 
talk with people. The work is rewarding. 

 
 

New three point jib for 

tractor 
 
Oberon Tarana Heritage Railway Inc. recently 
received a donation of a lifting jib for use with our 
tractor. The Jib has been refurbished and should 
make lifting duties light work for our volunteers. 

 
 

The Jib as fitted to our tractor really looks the 

goods! 

 

 
 

Another view of the Jib. 
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News from Oberon 

Station 
 
31st January has been set aside as the 
commencement date for the interior of Oberon 
Station to be painted. This is the first step in 
transforming the station into a professional 
museum depicting the ages of rail. Member Mike 
O’Kane is overseeing this particular painting project 
and Col and Glenda Bembrick will oversee the 
establishment of the museum display.  
Do you have expertise in setting up a museum and 
would like to help or do you have an item of 
interest relating to the Oberon branch line and 
would like it considered for the display. Contact 
Secretary Elaine to declare your interest 

 

A look at the future 
 

Plans are what small businesses and associations 
thrive on. Bearing this mind, your committee 
recently unanimously approved the following short 
term plan. 
The plan was proposed by Vice President Martyn 
covering a way forward for 2018.Your committee 
approved that OTHR pushes forward with: 

 an application and gain approval for ONSR 
accreditation to shunt in the Oberon yard 
using a locomotive to be in place before 30 
June 2018 

 an application by OTHR to apply for and 
gain ONSR accreditation to operate work 
trains to Hazelgrove before 31 December 
2018 

 an application and gain approval for ONSR 
accreditation to operate passenger  trains 
to Hazelgrove before 31 December 2019, 
being the 40th anniversary since the last 
passenger service. 

 
This plan is challenging and requires a lot of behind 
the scenes work if we are to meet those targets. 
The plan is not new or a change in direction but 
part of our overall vision to run trains all the way to 
Tarana and is a fit with our Business Plan. 

Remember that plans are not set in stone and end 
dates are moveable if unforeseen circumstances 
become apparent. 
Without this short term plan OTHR could very well 
become aimless. 

 

 
 

Hazelgrove Stop NSW circa 1947/50 

Movement of TMV’s closer 

 
Safety Management System documents (SMS) for 
the safe movements of TMV’s within the station 
yard have been ratified by the committee. 
This still doesn’t mean it’s open season on running 
about on TMV’s. Anyone interested in driving these 
machines or your own vehicles on the track  will 
have to sit for an induction session in terms of 
those SMS’s and pass a rigorous health check. For 
those members interested it is a Category 2 
Medical Health Check and is apparently the same 
one that all NSW train drivers are required to pass. 
The check has a heavy cost that will be borne by 
the patient. 
 

Novel advertising and a 

possible change in our motto 

in the wind. 

 
Vice President Martyn tabled a proposal for some 
novel and outstanding advertising for the station 
together with a possible change in our motto more 
in keeping with the modernisation of OTHR. 
The idea came from member Mike O’Kane and your 
committee was favourable towards the idea. More 
to come in due course. 
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Peter Dunham and Patrick Oberon NSW circa 

19/47/50 

Volunteer Group of the Year? 

 
Oberon Tarana heritage Railway Inc. has been 
nominated in Oberon’s Australia Day Awards in the 
section “Volunteer Group of the Year” We are up 
against many worthy local volunteer organisations. 
Oberon thrives on volunteers. 
What an honour to be recognised as a nominee. By 
the time you read this newsletter, the winner will 
have been announced and of course we are hoping 
we will be the winner!  
Announcement will be made in the March 
newsletter. 
 
 

Welcome New Members 

 
Oberon Tarana Heritage Railway Inc. is always 
looking for new members.  
 
February sees local Oberon resident, Craig Nicholls 
joining OTHR. 
Craig has a variety of talents and we are sure he 
will make a fine member. 
 
Welcome Craig! 
 
Interested in railways or the Oberon to Tarana line 
in particular, why not give your support by 
becoming a member. 
 
 
 
 

Not so well…. 
 
 
If anyone hears about any member on the sick list, 
please let the editor know via Secretary Elaine so 
we can send get well wishes on behalf of the 
association. 
 
 

In Memorium. 
 
If anyone hears of the passing of one of our 
members please let the editor know via Secretary 
Elaine so we can make a special mention. 
 
 

 
 

Scene around Hazelgrove Stop circa 1947/50 

 

Say Whaaat??? 
 

  A bloke jumps in his car, puts it in reverse 
and says “Ahh, that takes me back!” 

 

  Seen on E-Bay “Broken guitar for sale. No 
strings attached”. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
. 

 

. 
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The Quest for funding 

continues…. 
 
 
Your donations remain as important as ever and 
every dollar gets us one step closer to our mutual 
goal of running a train on the line. 
 
To donate go to OTHR GoFundMe site and donate 
there, or alternatively send those donations to PO 
Box 299 Oberon. Please make it clear that you are 
donating to the rebuilding of the Oberon Branch 
line. 
 
 
 

The Oberon-Tarana Railway 

 
So, did the Oberon to Tarana Railway make a 
profit? 
Not according to the annual Railway 
Commissioner’s report of 1924 as reported in the 
Lithgow Mercury 29th September 1924. 
 
“Loss for First Ten months. 
The annual report of the Railway Commissioner 
discloses that the Oberon-Tarana branch line which 
was opened on October 3 last, is not yet a paying 
proposition. The length of the line is 15 miles 7 
chains; the capital cost 175,884 pounds, and the 
interest on capital 6808 pounds. The working 
expenses for the year ended June 30th were 3631 
pounds. The total receipts amounted to 2159 
pounds. The deficit for the period is thus 8280 
pounds. 
It is to be hoped that, with the prospect of a 
bumper season the line will, in the next twelve 
months, do much better.” 
 Will the line ever make a profit? We’ll discover that 
in due time. 
 
 

 
 
 

Building Oberon Railway 

Station. 
 
 Stuart Sharp continues his history……… 
 
 
“The internal spaces. 
  
The structure at Oberon, containing four rooms, 
was built to a standard plan dated 1920. The 
Oberon building was to measure 52 feet 6 inches by 
12 feet 7 inches external. The building was 12 feet 
wide, which was the traditional and preferred 
width of NSW platform buildings. The rooms were 
named “Shelter Shed”, “Office”, (with internal 
ticket and parcel counter) and “Office” (with Living 
Room), and “Ladies Waiting Room” and Lavatory. 
Apart from the titles, “Office” and “Ladies Waiting 
Room”, were titles of the other two rooms 
reflected anything but functional uses. 
“Shelter Shed” made sense for a one room 
structure that provided a seat for passengers and 
space for small goods items. In all reality, at Oberon 
the room contained “out ofs” (parcels conveyed at 
goods train rates). “Living Room” was another 
stupid title, erroneously suggesting the building 
was partly a residential structure. 
 
What is blatantly absent from the Oberon building 
is a General Waiting Room. Only a small seat was 
provided in the Office. Moreover, Paul Horder 
writes that only 12% of all pre-cast buildings had a 
Ladies Waiting Room and female toilet upon 
construction. For the remaining 88% of stations, 
female travellers had no dedicated waiting room 
and no toilet. 
 
It was a condition of the NSW Railways to provide a 
Ladies Waiting Room in a platform building of three 
or more rooms, except pre-cast concrete buildings. 
As well as providing safety for waiting women the 
Ladies Waiting Room also acted as an anti-chamber 
to the ladies lavatory. Paul Horder exemplifies the 
Ladies Waiting Room as a measure of the seemingly 
departmental chaos that applied to the approval 
process for concrete unit buildings. He has written 
that “with at least eight different arrangements for 
the 17 Pc3s, there doesn’t seem to have been any 
standard. 
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Although it was NSW Railway practice, the 
allocation of any waiting rooms at small terminal 
stations is somewhat questionable as people 
intending to catch trains usually timed their arrival 
at the station just prior to train departure time. The 
fact that NSW Railways abandoned the use of 
Ladies Waiting Rooms for women at Oberon seems 
to prove the point but its omission was related to 
the specifications of the class of building rather 
than to any conscious thinking related specifically 
to Oberon. 
 
At some stage - perhaps from the opening of the 
station, the Ladies Waiting Room at Oberon was 
converted for a ticket hall for the purchase of 
tickets, thus eliminating the need for passengers to 
enter the Office. The 1961 plan that was prepared 
for the installation of the brick fireplace does not 
show the additional door that gave access to the 
ticket window. The plan may not be reliable as the 
same plan did not show the rear double door in the 
Shelter Shed. The conversion was all about more 
space for the staff rather than any thought of 
improved passenger facilities. Anyway, who would 
sit in the Ladies Waiting Room or its conversion in 
the absence of heating in winter? 
 
There are many variations amongst the members of 
the class of concrete buildings. The Oberon 
structure reflects this characteristic with the 
addition of an additional door leading from the 
platform directly into the Living Room. It appears 
the original four panel door was relocated from the 
doorway to the Ladies Waiting Room to the Living 
Room. The change is obvious as the up end door is 
now sheeted on the platform side. On the standard 
plan, the only entry into the living room was 
directly from the Office. 
 
One major difference between the “Pc” types was 
the method of heating for staff. In the former, brick 
fireplaces were erected but, for the latter, metal 
stoves were to be used. Something must have gone 
wrong with the plan; at least as far as the Oberon 
building was concerned. On 1961 a brick fireplace 
replaced the metal stove in one corner of the Living 
Room. 
 
There are two room designation signs presently 
attached to the building, one reading “Ladies” and 
the other “Ticket Office”. The official NSW Railway 

name for these signs on cast iron brackets is 
“tablet”. They are recent additions, allegedly made 
by Stephen Preston; They are painted in authentic 
colour scheme. The large station name board was 
also painted in this scheme, namely white letters 
on a black background. While the colour scheme 
for tablets remained constant up to 1950. The 
colour pattern for station name boards changed in 
1915. From that time, there was discrimination 
between urban and rural stations, with urban 
stations in Sydney having black letters on a white 
background and stations in rural locations retaining 
the reverse scheme. 
 
While a significant number of improvements were 
made to the goods and locomotive facilities at 
Oberon between 1945 and 1965, there was no 
improvement in passenger facilities at the station. 
 
The last Station Master left the station on 1st 
October 1979. Since then the building has been 
occupied, firstly, by the Oberon Historical Society, 
and, from 2005 by the Oberon Tarana Heritage 
Railway Inc. 
 
 
 

 

 

What’s this thing called Luv? 
 
 

 
 

Hats off to a bygone era. Historic advertising at 

Museum Station. 

 

Railway Stations were historically decorated by 
advertising of all kinds. This photo is an example of 
a billboard advertising Akubra Hats, particularly 
appropriate for our country lifestyle. 
Today the billboards are mostly digital advertising 
boards. 
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Do you know the era? 

 

 
 

Bathurst yard full steam ahead and it looks like 
winter. Do you know the era; 1930’s, 1950’s or 
1960’s. This great photo was supplied by Arthur 
Robinson and taken by an unknown photographer.  
If you reckon you know the era, let us know via 
Secretary Elaine. No prizes for getting it right – just 
a test of your knowledge. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Proud Sponsors 
Primary Sponsor 

 

 
 
 

Oberon Council is a proudly independent council 
which has supported OTHR from its very beginning. 
The council administers the Oberon Shire and is 
second to none when looking after the community. 
 

Bronze sponsor 

 
Jenolan Holiday Park 

 
Jenolan Holiday Park offers a range of 
accommodation in Oberon to suit everyone. 
 
Would you like to book your accommodation now? 
 
Would you like to become a sponsor? Contact 
Fundraiser Dave via our Secretary to find out how 
you can participate in OTHR’s exciting sponsorship 
deals. There are a number of sponsorship levels 
available.  By sponsoring OTHR and its vision you 
will become a partner of the programme. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



13 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To all the 

 romantics in OTHR and 

those who wish they 

could remember…… 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Contacts 

For all enquiries 

 

Secretary: Elaine Ph. 02 6336-0441 
Email admin@othr.com.au 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:admin@othr.com.au


14 
 

 


