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2016/17 Year in Review 
 
Retiring President Tim Arnison presented his 
report to the Oberon Tarana Heritage Railway 
Inc.’s Annual General Meeting. 
 
The Report is perhaps the most important 
document presented to the members of OTHR 
annually and as such has been reproduced in full 
below. 
 
At the commencement of the report President Tim 
made some wry comments that are often made by 
sceptics of our project in town and around the 
traps: 
“It will never happen”; or “Nothing ever happens 
at the railway” 
Well, President Tim’s report presents a very 
different picture to those negative comments. 
 
“2016/17 has been a year that OTHR has achieved 
many things. Although there are people who say 
OTHR has not moved, the members and the 
committee have achieved a lot. 
 
These reports must always start with safety. 
Unfortunately OTHR had one reported injury in 
the year when a visitor tripped over a sleeper 
inside the loco storage shed. Fortunately she was 
not seriously injured. As a result we have not been 
able to allow visitors into the shed until access 
roads are completed. 
  
The Heritage Operators Licence over the Oberon 
rail precinct has now been granted to OTHR. This 
was granted by TfNSW. At the same time we 
surrendered our lease over the same area. This 
allowed a sub-lease to be granted to Skoda and 
Tatra group to build their new museum on part of 
our car parking area off Scotia Avenue. We are 
sure that they will be very good neighbours and 
their display will enhance our station and railway 
project. 
 
At the end of last year we applied to ONRSR to 
regain our accreditation; we had previously 
voluntarily suspended railway operations. The 

application was for a scaled back accreditation to 
operate section cars (TMV’s) in the area of our 
HOL. Last month we had a site visit from ONRSR to 
discuss where we are at and it was suggested 
where parts of our audit paperwork should be 
progressing before their next visit. 
 
We completed a Safety Interface agreement with 
John Holland for the area that our HOL meets the 
rest of the corridor to Tarana. 
 
In the big shed the new storage room has been 
completed and part of this will be used as an 
office. The filing cabinets etc. have now been 
relocated there. 
 
John Holland Rail organised to replace the station 
roof using funds that had been given to OTHR by 
ARTC some years ago. The asbestos fibro tiles 
have been replaced by a corrugated metal roof. 
Now that the leaks have been stopped it is 
planned to paint the interior and set up our rail 
memorabilia display in these rooms. 
 
The grant that we won last year from Transport 
Heritage through Royal Australian Historical 
Society, to reroof end platform car CBA 850, has 
now been used. The three layers of roofing have 
now been installed and look good. It just needs a 
coat of paint to complete the work. We have now 
applied for funding to do the roof of LHF 850 from 
the same source. We have also applied for a 
Federal Stronger Communities grant to assist with 
the repainting of the interior of the station 
building and to Museums and Galleries of NSW for 
a grant to produce a DVD from all the photos and 
videos of the original operations on the Tarana 
Oberon line. Oberon Council once again gave us 
support of an in-kind contribution of $5000. OTHR 
has also raised funds through the GoFundMe 
venture being run on the internet. 
 
We are grateful for the donations we have 
received during the year. To name but a couple 
were some ground frame lever sets from State Rail 
and a generous donation of MDF from Borgs 
which has allowed us to fit out the new 
storeroom. 
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In the year work has been carried out to make 
both loco’s engines operate. We have engaged the 
services of members of Transport Heritage 
Museum to undertake the moving of the locos 
from their current position in the weather, in front 
of the station, to the middle line in the rolling 
stock shed where they will be out of the elements 
and more restoration work can be carried out. 
 
I attended two Transport Heritage Sector 
Development days during the year. As a result of 
our lobbying at these events there was a meeting 
of several rail heritage operators who were all 
having difficulty getting our Heritage Rail 
Operators Licences. I am not sure if it was just 
coincidence but several were completed not long 
afterwards, ours being one. 
 
In August, OTHR was present at the auction of 
railway equipment of the Canberra Railway 
Museum. Some members advised that one of the 
sleeper inserters available would be useful to us. 
This machine is now back in Oberon and awaiting 
work to be undertaken on it to return it to service. 
 
Negotiations have been ongoing with other 
Heritage Rail groups to combine together to 
undertake training to allow some of our members 
to undertake or upgrade their track inspection 
qualifications. 
 
Not that I want to single out people but I must 
point out the success that some members have 
had. 
 
Colin Bembrick has done a survey of the Oberon 
Station yard so that we can now accurately locate 
on paper where all our infrastructure and utilities 
are for use in the future. He has also undertaken 
forensic survey work at both Hazelgrove and 
Carlwood to locate where platforms etc. stood. 
 
Graham Priddle has also done some planning work 
on replacement of the timber trestle bridge at 
Snake valley Creek. At the current prices the hard 
wood that would be required is almost $100K and 
it is expected that there would be little change out 
of $1.5 million to have the job done. This 
information is vital in planning for the future. 
 

Barry Webb has done an incredible job of clearing 
vegetation from the line between town and 
Hazelgrove. Let’s hope we can keep it clear in 
future. 
 
Our members under the guidance of Graham 
Williams have cleared the way and laid the third 
road into the storage shed. 
 
David McMurray and I attended an E-marketing 
course arranged by Oberon Council in April. As a 
result we gained a lot of ideas as to how we can 
promote OTHR and make it more appealing to 
volunteers. 
 
OTHR has agreed to lend one of its S wagons to 
The Tremaine Mill in Bathurst which is being 
changed into a heritage display centre. S wagons 
were used to bring bagged wheat into the mill and 
take away finished product. Several members 
were taken on a tour of the site which was 
fascinating. 
 
The winter before last while it was so wet many 
trees fell down. We were given several large 
Peppermint gums that had fallen and these have 
now been milled by Warwick Armstrong and 
stored away, seasoning. Some of this timber will 
be used in the restoration of the S wagons. 
 
Other items that your committee has grappled 
with this last year was to bring the constitution up 
to date, and was completed in March. Planning to 
build a miniature train dual gauge track; looking at 
interactive display using some of the ground 
frames we have to operate replica signals and 
points and an application to have HS 36 returned 
to Oberon when released from Broadmeadow 
round house. 
 
We are having a major event on 10 & 11 March 
2018 which will take the form of a Heritage 
Transport Rally based on the Oberon Rail Precinct. 
OTHR will have all our displays and equipment on 
display and being supported with steam engines.  
We are supported by Oberon Heritage and 
Collectors Club Inc. and Skoda and Tatra 
Museum.” 
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Other highlights included: 
 

 Exchange of rail line with Zig Zag railway 
made possible by transport provided by 
Oberon Council 

 Installation of the road crossing of Lowes 
Mount Road 

 Signage on the rolling stock shed 

 Swapping equipment for display cabinets 
with Valley Heights Loco Museum 

 Celebrated our 10th anniversary with a film 
afternoon with the Lithgow Film Society 

 Manned a display at the Bathurst Gem and 
Mineral Fair 

 Met a travel group from Insight Tours at 
Tarana Station who were travelling on a 
Motor Rail 

 Received a valuable collection of 
memorabilia from member Ross Tighe 

 

 
 

Loco 7307 on track 

 

….And our new President 

takes the reins…. 
 

 

“Greg Bourne B Sc. Dip T 
President Oberon Tarana Heritage Railway 
 
In 2014 moved to and now reside in Oberon. I own 
a small acreage near Burraga where I run a few 
sheep. I intend to increase the numbers over time 
by improving the fences and controlling noxious 
weeds, invasive native species and feral animals. 
 
I was born and grew up in South Australia and 
completed my education at Adelaide University 
with a Bachelor of Science and Diploma of 

Teaching. My first teaching appointment was in 
Woomera in South Adelaide. From there I had a 
teaching career that lasted 42 years in schools in 
SA, Vic and NSW. Biology, Chemistry, Physics, 
Science, Agricultural Science, Computing and 
Mathematics were my teaching subjects. I spent 
14 years as the Principal of a Secondary School in 
Benalla, Victoria. 
 
During 2005 and 2006 I worked as a volunteer at a 
Teacher’s College in Baucau, East Timor on a 
UNESCO project to improve the skills of Science 
Teachers. Workshops and conferences were 
designed and delivered in Dili, the Teacher’s 
College and schools at the eastern end of the 
island. 
 
I have quite a long history of working on 
committees as newsletter editor for South 
Australian Science Teachers Association, President 
and Secretary of tennis and football clubs (AFL) 
and various professional associations. Currently I 
am an active member of the Oberon Tarana 
Heritage Railway Inc., but not as active a member 
of the Men’s Shed and the Oberon Heritage & 
Collectors Club. 
 
I have had extensive experience in dealing with 
people, chairing meetings, organising programs 
and delivering these within tight budget 
guidelines as well as extensive capital works 
projects. 
 
I intend to work for OTHR in a consultative and 
collaborative manner. Clearly the vision of the 
organisation has not changed: “Oberon Tarana 
Heritage Railway (OTHR) mission is to be an 
accredited train operator to run a tourist train 
from Oberon station to the Oberon branch siding 
at Tarana station on the main western line”. Let us 
work together to ensure the vision becomes a 
reality.” 

 
Incoming President Greg Bourne 
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Oberon Tarana 

Heritage Railway Inc. 

Mission Statement 
 

To operate voluntary run tourist trains 
between Oberon, Hazelgrove and 
ultimately Tarana. 
 
To have the Oberon Station precinct as 
a vibrant Heritage Railway Display run 
by volunteers as a professional tourist 
centre. 
 

Editor’s thoughts 
 

Teams and team work are often bandied about at 
the Oberon Tarana Heritage Railway Inc. 
 
Just what comprises a team?  
 
A team comprises a group of people with a full set 
of complementary skills required to complete a 
task, job, or project. 
 
Team members: 

 Operate with a high degree of 
interdependence, 

 Share authority and responsibility for self- 
management, 

 Are accountable for the collective 
performance. 

 Work toward a common goal and shared 
rewards. 

 
       A team becomes more than just a collection of 

people when a strong sense of mutual commitment 
creates synergy, thus generating performance 
greater than the sum of the performance of its 
individual members. 

 
There are many types of teams that comprise 
OTHR; there’s the management team or 

committee, the track team, the maintenance team, 
the operations team and the volunteer team. 
 
All are interdependent on each other. The 
management team is useless if there is no support 
from any other levels of teams. Likewise the track 
team, maintenance team and operations team is 
useless unless they share the authority and 
responsibility for self-management with the 
management team and all are accountable for the 
collective performance of OTHR. 
 
Probably the most important team in the whole 
organisation is the general volunteer team. That 
team is GOLD to the organisation. The members of 
this team have skills complementary to each other. 
Without them being enthusiastic, accepting 
direction and able to work together toward a 
common goal and shared rewards in our various 
areas of operation then we are just a group of 
people working individually and never quite 
reaching that goal or shared reward. 
 
Teamwork is vital as we move toward our goal of 
preserving Oberon’s branch line and history and 
getting a train on the track again. Strong leadership 
and enthusiastic volunteers working together will 
be our strength in the future. 
 
So is OTHR a GOLD team of volunteers or are we 
just a group of people working individually, not 
quite achieving our common goal and just reward? 
 
Are you a GOLD volunteer or an individual? 
 
“Alone we can do so little, together we can do so 
much.” 
 
Helen Keller. 
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Col Be brick and friend on our 1910 Sheffield 

Trike. 

 

 

 

 
 
                     
                                                                                                     
                                                                                                   

 
 

                                                                                                    
                                                                                                  
                                                                                                  
                                                                                                   
                                                                                                  
         
                                                                

General meeting 

 
 
Reserve the date, 6th December 2017 for the 
Oberon Tarana Heritage Railway Inc. general 
meeting. 
 
Secretary Elaine has enlisted the services of 
Michael Forbes of the Zig Zag Railway. 
His talk is entitled “ZZ, four years after the fire” 
Naturally Michael will fill us in on what’s happened 
at Zig Zag since their catastrophic fire. 
 
Don’t miss this meeting! 
 
For those who missed the October meeting, Buzz 
Sanderson from the Kandos Rylstone Railway 
Museum discussed their attempts to get the line re-
opened from Kandos to Mudgee as well as 

establishing the Kandos station as a railway 
museum. 
Apart from the usual red tape, some interesting 
points came to the fore. 
 
Buzz is also involved with the Mudgee Tourist 
Association. He knows little about railways, much 
as we did in the beginning, but says he is on a steep 
learning curve. The Kandos Rylstone Railway 
Museum has hired a Tin Hare on a number of 
occasions to ply the line between Lithgow and 
Kandos with great success. 
 
He talked about the Mudgee Tourist Association 
being heavily involved in the quest to get the line 
re-opened to Mudgee. He mentioned how that 
association was actively looking for a project to 
value add to their tourist attractions and give their 
visitors a further reason to stay in town and 
increase the size of the tourist spend. 
An open railway is seen by that group as just the 
ticket to value adding to their attractions and 
believe a tourist train would be invaluable to the 
town’s economy. Buzz said that although Mudgee 
is well known for its beautiful scenery, vineyards, 
wines and museums they need a further attraction 
to woo the tourist dollar. 
 
Extrapolate that thinking to Oberon; Mayfield 
Gardens, Jenolan Caves, fantastic country town 
charm and a TOURIST RAILWAY.  
A lay down misere you would think and something 
that our business and tourism group should solidly 
back and help get up and running before another 
town beats us to it. 
 
 

 
 

Photo: Philip Vergison Collection 

 
 

 NEXT MEETING 

 

 General Meeting 
 

6th December 2017 
 

7.30PM 
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Important Information. 
 
If you haven’t renewed your 
membership for 2016/17 you are 
now unfinancial. 
 
You can apply to re-join any time after 1st 
September but a joining fee in addition to annual 
membership fee will apply. 

 

 
 

1955 Wickham Section Car fondly known to OTHR 

as “Ross’ Rocket” 

 

Big News for OTHR. 

 
Our colleagues over at The Oberon Heritage & 
Collectors Club Inc. have announced that the 
annual Highlands Steam & Vintage Fair will be 
rested in 2018 to refresh and regroup. 
 
Oberon Tarana Heritage Railway Inc. will stage a 
display to cover the gap year. 
 
Our event is called the Heritage Transport Rally to 
be held on 10th & 11th March 2018 at the Oberon 
Railway Station Precinct. Display times are: 
Saturday 10th March, 12 – 4 PM  
Sunday 11th March, 8 – 12 noon. 
 
Come and see: 

 Heritage Rail Carriages 

 Trikes 

 Steam Road Traction Engines 

 Cars 

 Trucks 

 Station Memorabilia display 

 More 
 
This is our first rally and is proudly presented by: 

 Oberon Tarana Heritage Railway Inc. 

 Oberon Heritage & Collectors Club Inc. 

 Skoda and Tatra Museum 

 The Society of Drivers, Engineers and 
Mechanics 

 
Don’t miss this one and spread the word! 
 
See flyer attached. 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
About Oberon…… 
 
Who knew the world famous Jenolan Caves lay 
within the Oberon Shire? 
 
The caves were known to the local Aboriginal 
population for thousands of years as Binoomea 
meaning “dark places” 
 
The first recorded discovery by Europeans was in 
1838 by James Whalan a local pastoralist. However 
the locality was used by James McKeown, an ex- 
convict and possibly bushranger. 
 
Exploration of the Caves extends back to 1848 and 
discoveries continue to be made, the most recent 
in 1975. 
 
The time and energy involved in these discoveries 
can’t be overstated. 
 
How many caves are there still to be discovered? 
That question can’t be answered but the potential 
for exploration is enormous. 
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Today more than 230,000 visitors come to Jenolan 
Caves Annually. 
 
Who would have thought all this was in the Oberon 
Shire?  
 
Come up and visit Oberon sometime soon. 
 
Refer to www.jenolancaves.org.au to book the 
Caves. 

 

 
 

The exquisite dining room at Jenolan Caves House 

 
 

Our fund raising isn’t dead! 
 
The donations you make to get the track up and 
running are quarantined from the Oberon Tarana 
Heritage Railway Inc.’s general funds 
 
Donations are still required to help achieve our aim 
of putting a train back on the track. The immediate 
aim is raise $20K to fund a couple of essential 
studies to allow us to apply for big funding that will 
help achieve our ultimate target. 
 
Nothing can happen unless you rail gunzels donate. 
 
Wouldn’t it be a shame if the project didn’t reach 
its goal and languished as a static museum – or 
worse? 
 
We have a saying here at OTHR: 
“You don’t know what you’ve got ‘til it’s gone.” 
 
Don’t look back in years to come and wish you 
should have made the donation of the dollar that 
would have allowed the Oberon Tarana Heritage 
Railway Inc. to bring your rail heritage back to life. 
 
We are keeping all donations so far especially to 
move the project forward. All donations are tax 
deductible. 

 
Make that donation and do it now! 
 
There are two ways to make a donation: 
 

 Go to our GoFundMe page and make your 
donation there. 

 Or send a cheque to our Post Office Box 
299, Oberon NSW 2787 marking your 
envelope “fund raiser”. 

 
If you are a business person large or small and 
would like to sponsor OTHR, please contact our 
Secretary for information on how you can help. 
 

Honourable Mentions…. 
 
Fund raising forms a major part of the OTHR 
operations. Thanks go to all members and 
members of the public who have given generously 
to date. 
 
Special mention should go to those who have 
donated and reached Gold Membership as a result: 
 

 Rod Campbell 

 John Austin 

 Phil & Jenny Gilbert 

 Sam Harris. 
 
As a result of everyone’s donations currently sit at 
$7300.00 via GoFundMe. 
In practical terms we almost have enough to fund 
one of the two studies required to seek big funding 
as part of our programme. 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

Next Working Bee 
Saturday 4th November 2017 

To 
Wednesday 8th November 2017 

 
 
 
 

http://www.jenolancaves.org.au/
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Working Bee News 
 
General working bees may include maintenance on 
the track, maintenance/restoration on rolling stock 
and Locos and maintenance on other infrastructure 
items. 
 
Project working bees are specific jobs that may 
require all resources and need to be completed on 
a short tem frame. 
 
One such project is the painting of the interior walls 
of the station as part of a refurbishment project to 
enhance the station building as a museum. 
 
As part of the refreshed new committee’s 
commitment to advancing OTHR towards its final 
goal, please consider volunteering your time for 
even an hour or two at the next working bee. 
 
Contact Secretary Elaine to indicate your intention 
to attend the working bee commencing 4th 
November. 
 
A team leader will be in place to manage future 
proposed projects. 

 

 
 

Activity at a recent working bee 

Important Dates 

 
Volunteers rostered for station duty on open days 
are: 

 November 4th   Elaine Boxer 
 

 December 2nd   Tim Arnison 
 

Welcome New Members 

 
Oberon Tarana Heritage Railway Inc. is always 
looking for new members. 
 
New members in October are Ian and Victoria 
Theyers. 
 
Here’s a warm welcome to Ian and Victoria. 
 
Interested in railways or the Oberon to Tarana line 
in particular, why not give your support by 
becoming a member? 
 
 

Not so well…. 
 
 
If anyone hears about any member on the sick list, 
please let the editor know via Secretary Elaine so 
we can send get well wishes on behalf of the 
association. 
 

In Memorium. 
 
If anyone hears of the passing of one of our 
members please let the editor know via Secretary 
Elaine so we can make a special mention. 
 
 

Say Whaaat??? 
 

 Q. What do you call Postman Pat when he 
retires? 
 
A. Pat 
 

 Q. What do you call a woman with a tray of 
beers on her head playing pool? 
 
A. Beer Tricks Potter. 
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HS 36 to return home 
 

HS 36 was used on the Oberon Tarana branch line 
before it was withdrawn from service. 
 
Composite Brake Branch-Line Sitting Car HS 36 has 
heritage significance as an example of an all-
compartment carriage built to the designs and 
specifications of NSW Railways Chief Mechanical 
Engineer. It is an intact example of the use of 
timber panelling with leather seats in compartment 
décor, associated with both the first class and 
second class passenger facilities of the late 
nineteenth century. The carriage is considered rare 
as one of the few surviving examples of a “Thow” 
type branch line composite sitting and sleeping 
carriage as used on the NSW rail system. 
 
The carriage can be entered through five doorways 
down each side. The interior is divided into four 
separate compartments or “dog boxes”, three 
toilets and a guard’s compartment. There are both 
first and second class compartments each with 
facing seats. The carriage is lit with pendant 
lighting; timber flooring is lined with lino covering. 
The first class compartments retain their original 
Wunderlich pressed metal ceiling panels. A 
compartment for the carriage of dogs is located in 
the guard’s end of the vehicle. The passenger doors 
are timber framed, outward opening with a single 
window pane and ventilation apparatus. Passenger 
toilet facilities with separate toilets for each 
compartment are accessed in first class 
compartments by lifting one of the seats. Many 
original fittings remain, including wire luggage 
racks, breakdown equipment boxes, porcelain 
basins and toilets, brass door handles and locks, 
hand and grab rails, guard’s ducket lookouts and 
double hinged guard’s doors. 
 
1892 Entered service coded AJ. 
 
December 1935, converted to HS resulting in the 
removal of the sleeping compartments and the 
extension of the luggage compartment into the 
former first class compartment. The outside 
sheathing was also modified at this time with the 
guards/luggage compartment sheathed in vertical 
tongue and groove boards in place of the former 
papier-mache coverings. 
 

October 1964, condemned. 
 
 

 
 

HS 36 sitting at Broadmeadow near Newcastle 

soon to be returned to Oberon NSW 

This Composite Brake Branch-Line Sitting Car is 

extremely rare and OTHR is lucky indeed to 

receive the carriage back to its rightful place. 

 

Receipt of Grant. 
 
President Greg recently travelled to the Sydney 
Tram Museum at Loftus NSW to be presented with 
a grant from Transport Heritage NSW. 
Funds received will be used to seal the roof of the 
other end platform carriage located at Oberon 
NSW. 

 
 

President Greg (centre) receiving the Heritage 

Grant. Transport Heritage NSW Director, Howard 

Collins, is on the left and Parliamentary Secretary 

for Transport, Mark Coure, is standing to the right 

of the photo. 
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All grant recipients on the day. 

 

The Oberon-Tarana Railway 

 
Many different reportages of the lead up to and the 
opening of the Tarana to Oberon branch line have 
appeared in these columns. 
 
This account is by Denis Chamberlain and appeared 
in a local paper. 
 
“The successful copper mining industry that was 
established at Burraga last century appeared to 
have been linked with the building of an Oberon 
railway line. 
 
Carriers could cart goods from Tarana to Burraga at 
a cheaper rate than they could cart from Perthville 
to Burraga because of the cheaper freight rate to 
Tarana by rail. 
 
The original plan for a railway line to Rockley from 
Perthville (then Perth) was approved by the Crown 
Lands Department for future survey in October 
1883. In 1885 a trial survey for a rail line between 
Tarana and Oberon was made. 
 
A permanent survey was made in 1911 between 
Tarana and Oberon and upon this survey the cost 
of the line from Oberon to Burraga was based. 
 
However this was bad timing for Burraga as their 
copper mines were then idle and unproductive. 
 
 The proposed line from Perthville to Burraga was 
again given consideration in April 1911 but was 
abandoned indefinitely by the Public Works 
Department on November 8, 1911, due to the 
closure of the copper mines. 

 
The expenditure of public money on such a line to 
Burraga at that time from Perthville could not be 
justified. But the Public Works Committee did 
recommend that the line be built from Tarana 
towards Burraga via Oberon. 
 
The Public Works Committee had no power to 
recommend any proposal of rail construction 
directed to it, so it was necessary for State 
Parliament to consider the Tarana to Burraga via 
Oberon proposal, which was submitted on March 
27, 1912. 
 
On November 4, 1913 the Parliamentary Standing 
Committee on Public Works recommended the 
construction of a line from Tarana as far as Oberon, 
on the proposed route to Burraga. The population 
of Oberon was 350 persons. 
 
Then World War One intervened and the line to 
Burraga from Oberon was dropped because of the 
downturn in the price of copper and the eventual 
closure in 1919. 
 
The Government passed the Tarana to Oberon 
Railway act authorising the construction of the 
branch line from Tarana to Oberon on November 
20, 1919. 
 
On the site of the present railway station at 
Oberon, the first sod turning ceremony was 
performed on May 28, 1921, by the Minister for 
Works and Railways, Mr. Estell. 
 
At that time, the Oberon Railway League had been 
formed for 35 years with Mr. A.E. Burcher the 
president. 
 
It is interesting to know that the Labour Legislative 
Member for Bathurst from 1917 to 1922 was 
Valentine Carlyle Ross Wood Johnston better 
known as Carl Wood Johnston (who gave his name 
to Carlwood siding) 
 
It was through the efforts of this politician that the 
Tarana to Oberon railway became a reality. 
 
Mr Johnston was well known in the district as he 
had worked in the Burraga mines and in the 
Oberon-O’Connell district. 
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The Tarana to Oberon line was 24.14Km in length 
and the earthworks commenced on November 30, 
1921. 
 
The line was known as “Pioneer Standard” types 
that were built during the early part of this century 
after the successful construction of the Newnes 
railway into the Wolgan Valley which opened in 
November 1907. 
 
 The idea and standards were to lower construction 
costs of new lines in country areas where low 
traffic volume was anticipated. 
 
The principle method in construction was to freely 
use 100.54m radius curves and steep grades of 
0.30m in 7.62m. (1 in 25) 
 
The Oberon line was mild if you compared it to the 
Campbelltown to Camden section which had 
100.54m curves and the steeper grade of 0.30m in 
5.79m (1 in 19). 
 
Only small 30 class tank engines could operate on 
the line until its closure on New Year’s Day 1963. 
 
Tarana station is situated 732m above sea level and 
was opened in 1872 when the Rydal – Locksley 
section was completed. Its name derives from the 
aboriginal word meaning “large waterhole”. 
 
Oberon is 1,105m above sea level and once known 
as Bullock Flat. It was proclaimed a village on July 4, 
1863. 
 
The elevation between the two points is 373m and 
is noticeable for its cooler climate when the 
mountain country is reached prior to entering 
Oberon. 
 
The line took just under two years to construct, the 
official inspection of the completed line took place 
on Tuesday, September 25 1923. 
 
Present in the first inspection train was the 
Engineer in Chief for Construction, Mr. Hutchinson, 
Divisional Engineer, Mr Hudson, District Traffic 
Superintendent, Mr. Nicholas and Loco 
Superintendent, Mr. Meecham. 
 

Late in September, Shire Clerk, Michael P. Looby, 
who was also secretary of the Oberon Railway 
League, received official notification from the 
Commissioner for Railways that the daily service 
would commence on Wednesday October 3, 1923. 
 
The daily train would leave Oberon at 11.50 AM 
and would leave Tarana after connecting with the 
main line trains for the return journey at 3.15 PM, 
the trip taking 70 minutes to complete the uphill 
grade. 
 
The track had two sidings en route which were 
Carlwood and Hazelgrove, the line was mostly 
uphill all the way to Oberon. 
 
The official opening took place at 4.00 PM at the 
Oberon station where there was scarcely standing 
room on the platform. 
 
Minister for Local Government, Mr Fitzpatrick, 
addressed the gathering explaining that the line 
had cost the Government Three Hundred and 
Twenty Four Thousand Pounds to construct and 
that everyone at Oberon must give their patronage 
and support. 
 
Sir Charles Rosenthal, MLA, also offered 
congratulations and pointed out that for a few 
years the line may show a deficit, but however it 
would be of immense service to the State for 
conveying livestock in time of drought. 
 

 
 

“Down” mixed in 1960 hauled by Loco 1942 

Photo Dennis O’Brien Collection. 
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Building Oberon Railway 

Station. 
 
Stuart Sharp continues his history of the Oberon 
Tarana line…. 
 
“Location and Position of the Platform and 
Buildings. 
 
Oberon belongs to a class of buildings that were 
designed primarily for freight. At Oberon, this 
feature is mirrored by three characteristics. Firstly, 
the goods yard rather than the passenger platform 
is closer to the town centre, making it more 
convenient for freight customers. Secondly, there is 
no provision for pedestrians to enter the platform 
by a door in the rear of the platform opening into a 
waiting room. Centre rear access was a 
fundamental characteristic of virtually all platform 
buildings containing three or more rooms, until the 
arrival of the buildings used on Pioneers Lines from 
1897. Pedestrians had to walk across the tracks 
from North Street to reach the platform or make 
the longer journey via Scotia Avenue. Thirdly, the 
first room of the building reached by pedestrians 
was the “Shelter Shed”, which was used for goods, 
not the ticket office. Fourthly, tickets were not 
initially sold through a traditional ticket window but 
over the parcels counter. Only concrete unit 
buildings contained this feature.” 
 

 

 
 

Oberon Station in recent times. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What’s this thing called Luv? 
 

 
 

 This piece is a NSW Central double sided platform 
sign. 
One side reads “Unbooked Passengers may occupy 
seats not shown as reserved.” 
The other side reads “This carriage for passengers 
Lithgow to Mudgee”. 
The sign is made of metal, coloured black on yellow 
and has a raised border. 
 
This sign would have been of interest the speaker 
at our last general meeting, Buzz Sanderson, 
President of the Kandos Rylstone Railway Museum 
who spoke about their trials in getting this line re-
opened to Mudgee again. 

 
 

 

“Passionate people devote their lives 

to their dreams. 
Life is filled with things worth doing and things not 
worth doing. That which they are most passionate 
about is what they believe is worthwhile, 
everything else seems to be wasteful and lacking. 
Passionate individuals gradually gravitate towards 
their passions and away from the rest that life has 
to offer. They know what will make them happy 
and are willing to ignore the rest. 
 
Paul Hudson 

 
Is this you? 
Welcome to the Oberon Tarana Heritage Railway 
Inc. where passion is our pride. 
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Contacts 

For all enquiries 

 

Secretary: Elaine Ph. 02 6336-0441 
      Email admin@othr.com.au 
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