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Restoration work on Oberon Station Platform has started

Excavation work has started on the Oberon Station Platform. The first part oésharation work is

to remove the old sleepers and coping timbers. The recommendation from the Co#writage
Advisor is that the original sleepers will be replaced from our stock pile of used sleepers to ensure
the aged and used appearance is retain€te coping timbers that form the gd of the platform

and are inexceptionally poor condition will be replaced with new ones with the same dimensions of
the original.

The work is being done by the Morestone Group from Bathurst who specialise in rgtaiails and
structural landscaping have indicated that the work will be completed in the second half of
November.

We have a couple of groups visiting as the work progresses arabttteactors have agreed to
maintain access to the station building so that the visitors can view the displays and memorabilia.




Patrons
Paul Toole

State Member for Bathurst, Minister for Lands
and Forestry, Minister for Racing

Andrew Gee

Federal Memberdr Calare Assistant Minister to
the Deputy Prime Minister

Committee:

Gregory Bourne
President & Public Officer

Martyn Salmon

Vice President/Asset Manager

Secretary

Position vacant Greg Bourne Acting

John Brotchie

Treasurer:

Graham Williams

Track Manager

David McMurray

Fundraiser, Newsletter Editor/Publicity

Ken Lingabala

Engineering Manager

In this issue

t NEBAARSy(iQa aSaals33as
Mission Statement 3
9RAG2NRAE (K2dAKI34
Movember

Immediate Goals 5
A Time to Reflect 5,6
Positions Vacant 6,7

So,,,you think you want to volunteer? 7
Important Infotmation 7,8
Some Recent Comments 8
New Merchandise delivered 8,9
Sleepers 9

About Oberon 9,10
Oberon Outdoor Week 10
Date announced for 2020 Oberon

Heritage Fair 10
September/Octolkr Working Bee

Wrap 11,12
Important Dates for Volunteers 12
Monthly Open Days 12
Welcome New Members 13
Not so well 13
Remembering 13
Say Whaaat?? 13
The Quest for funding continues 14
Sponsors 14
Skoda and Tatra Museum update 14
Visit OTHR every time you come to

Oberon 15
1979, a year to remember 15

We have jobs, but what do they

entail? 15,16,17
Spring Special 17
Proud Sponsors 17,18
Official OTHR Merchandise 19
Merchandise Order Form 20



Presidents Message

The front page article explains the progress being
made on the restoration of the station platform.

| had a call from Jennifer Edmorfdsm Transport
Heritage New South Wales on Friday' Tctober
NEIIFINRAY3 I {ocd ¢KS
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has endorsed the request given that the delivery
costs will be met by THNSW. There has been
preliminary work in the rolling stock shed and
another 40 feet of track on road 6 will be
completed in a working bee that is scheduled féir 6
and 7" November.

| have been told that the documents regarding the
Heritage Operators Licence North of Albiorestr
has progressed from JHG to TINSW. Personnel in
that department are preparing the final
documentation.

Greg Bourne

President SMS Manager

Oberon Tarana Heritage Railway Inc.
Email:

Mobile: 0437 389 684

President Greg Bourne
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Oberon Tarana
Heritage Railway Inc.
Mission Statement

To be an accredited rail operator to run

S
line. This would allow for tourists to

ride a heritage train along the Oberon

Tarana branch line which was also
known as the pioneer line.

Further, the running of this train would
generate tourist related jobs in the
Oberon area ad give residents in the
Oberon/Bathurst area an opportunity
by volunteering at OTHR to enhance
rail heritage in the local area.

Network with other rail heritage groups
and museums at Valley Heights,
Lithgow, Zig Zag, Bathurst and Cowra to
form a Heritage Railway partnership to
prioritise and promote the ara as a
Raiway Tourist Precinct.

2S5ttt GKS
Annual General Meeting has come and gone. So
what was the main result to come fron®it

There were no challenges to the Committee of
Managementand so you voted for stable
governance.

In presenting the achievements of 2018/19,
President Greg Bourne thanked his committee for

hoSNBY ¢F NIyl | SN
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their outstanding effort in getting OTHR to the
LJ2 & A G A &nd allidédQaithe ltadks ahead.

Stable governance has been the hallmark of the
associ#ion since it was formed in 200&kvery
committee member and every volunteer through
the years has worked with a singlarpose that is

to get a train on the Oberon to Tarana branch line
for the purpose of establishing a tourist attraction
in the centre of Oberojand to work in ce
operation with other established attractions in the
Central Tablelands, Central West and Blue
Mountains.

Ther6g / 2YYAGGSS 27
2019/20 is to move that vision closer to reality by
working methodicallyvith all stakeholders

including all levels of Government and their various
departments, and companies involved in the
railway industry.

To continue to achieve stability in the association,
the Committee of Management has identified a
range of management roles to introduce the level
of professionalism required to operate a tourist
railway attraction.

Come on the journey with us! If you think yowea
the skills to fill the vacancies or even lend a hand,
then have a chat with us.

Be a part of fulfilling this grand vision.

a{dlroAfArde Aa
success.
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Work starts on replacing worn line at the Oberon
Heritage Station

Working Bee September/October 2019

SUPPORTING PROSTATE CANCER & MALE MENTAL NEALTN INITIATIVES

___ QO
OVENMBER

Rnowledge is Power.* Moustacke is King

November is the month of Movember and the
committee of Oberon Tarana Heritage Railway Inc
invites all members to join with Moberon to help

3SG GKS ¢2NR 2dzi Fo62dzi YSy

al yl 35S M&gmb& & arhhudl bvent ifvolving the growing

of moustachesluring the month of November to

NIFAasS | g NBySaa ,2akhagSyQa K
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suicides. The Movember Foundation runs the

Movember charity eventThe goal of Movember is

G2 aOKFy3aS (GKS FFOS 27F YSy
By encouraging men (whom the charity refers to as

Ga2 NRraé¢ov G2 3ISG Ay@2t OSR:
increase early cancer detection, diagnosis and

effective treatments, and ultimately reduce the

number of preventable deaths. Besides annual
checkgups, the Movember Foundation encourages

men to be aware of family history of cancer and to

adopt a healthier lifestyle.

Since 2004, the Movember Foundation charity has
run Movember events to raise awarenessd
Fdzy Ra F2NJ YSyQa KSIfGK Aaa
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Zealand. In 2010, Movember merged with the
testicular cancer event Tacheback.

So come on members of OTHR and readers of this
Newsletter and get right behind Member.

Moberon certainly is.



NEXT MEETING
Next General Meeting
4t December 2019
Oberon RSL

7.30 PM.

Immediate Goals

Existing goals 1 and 2 have now been achieved as a
result of our accreditation recently granted. Your
committee has now set a new range of goals to be
achieved in the near future as follows:

1. Obtain track certification for most of the
Oberon Yard area.

2. Gain approval (having applied) for the HOL
North of Albion Street to justsouth of the
{yF1Sa zIftftSe& / NBS|
208.409Km.

3. Apply for variation to existing
accreditation for RIM & RSO (for use of
¢ a + Q& 0 soitRof tBed3aalkes Valley
/ NB S| NAR3IS aaidz2L) of
Time frame X 6 months.
After the federallyfunded regoration of
Stage 1 being therlie North to
Hazelgrove.

4. Apply for variation to existing
accreditation to openate work trains to
Hazelgrove. Time frame 86 months.

5. Apply for variation to existing
accreditation to operate tourist trains to
Hazelgrove. Time frame 86 months.
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The hard grind! One of our volunteers
readying the rail for replacement.
Working Bee September/October

A Time to Reflect

Media Release.

2019 has been a year of rapid movement for
Oberon Tarana Heritage Railway Inc. (OTHR)

Ghe¢lw NBFIffe KFIa 0SSy Y20A
goal of getting a train on thi#gacks and running a
tourist operation for the benefit of all the
O2YYdzyAlleés DNBI . 2dNySz t
G¢KS |aa20AFGA2Y A& | 02dzi
in early October with its Annual General MeetiAg.
review of the past twelve months hasesethe
evolution of the following achievements:
NARIS qadz2L) ot201¢ 40
1 Skoda Tatra Museum opened its doors on
land made available by OTHR to that
museum.
1 Working bees have almost completely
refurbished the Oberon Heritage Precinct.
2 ON éApprovial ofiargtams 1o retyrbishdhe historic
Oberon Station platform. Work is
scheduled to start in late October. This is
the first time in 96 years that any work has
been done to the station platform.
9 Accreditation has been granted to run
Track Maintenance Vehicles (TMVs) on the
line within the staton precinct.
9 Accreditation has been granted for
shunting within the station precinct by both
locomotive and tractor.



1 We have received funding to assist in
refurbishing the railway track to

Hazelgrove.
1 OTHR is stéing to attract larger groups of
visitorsi 2 G KS adldAaz2y LINB
aNJ . 2dNyYyS FRRSR aLy GKS

OTHR will concentrate on the railway line between
Oberon and Hazlegrove.

1 Scope of works has already been drawn up
and in due course tenders will be let to
allow the work to be cared out.

1 We have applied for a Heritage Operators
Licence for that activity to move forward.

1 A variation of an HOL will allow TMVs to be
driven down the track to allow for essential
maintenance work to be carried out.

1 Intime trains will have approval tomwn
the track and our tourism operation will
02YYSyOS ¢

a!'tft GKAa OGAGAGE KI &
identify specialist Managerial positions that need to
be filled. These positions initially will be voluntary
but are essential in running a successtwirist
operation.Positiongdentified to date include:

Secretary

Asset Manager

Finance Manager

Infrastructure Manager

Safety Manager

Engineering Manager

Curator, Oberon Station Interpretive
Display

1 Events Manager

= =4 -4 -4 -8 -8 9

OTHR committee is now seekipgople from both

our members and the local community who feel

they have the necessary skills and selfance to

talk to me initially about those jobs. My phone
number is 0437 389 684. The positions available are
part time and after their establishment ivbe

largely routine, but will require input into the

NI Afgle | OUADBAGASE dé

The Oberon Tarana Heritage Railway Inc. Annual
General Meeting is being held at the Oberon RSL on
October 292019 from 7.30pm. | would encourage

all interested OTHR members arghgral
O2YYdzyAide G2 FGGSYR®E

Not quite pulling teeth! Our volunteers using the
dog spike puller.
Working Bee September/October.

Positions Vacant

As you have read earlier, your committee is looking
for members to step up and takepart in the

O IregprSiRilitypiruning 2 rgexseplg gkintegra

enterprise, namely the Oberon to Tarana Heritage
Branch Line as a tourism attraction.

Within the next few months anihto the future
OTHR will be continuirtgpe building of a wonderful
community project involving the operations of
trains as a tourism attraction that will be the envy
of the Central Tablelands and the Central West, if
not New South Wales.

Specifically the following positions have been
identified and will need to be filled in due course:

1 Secretang the position needs to be filled
ASAP.

1 Asset Manageg needs to be filled ASAP
1 Finance Manageg needs to be filled soon.

91 Infrastructure Managecg needs to be filled
soon

1 Safety Manageg needs to be filled ASAP

1 Curator, Oberon Station Interpretive
Display.

1 Events Manageg needs to be filled soon



Forall other volunteers there is a siteductionand
All positionswill be filled bymembers or the further training depending on the typef volunteer
railway communityor the general publigvith assistance you wish to undertake.
appropriate skillsuited to the job.

All this is a requirement because as an accredited

Please cntact President Greg Bourne on rail operator we need to comply with the national
or or health standards and qualifications as set out by

mobile 0437 389 684 with a CV of experience. the National Transport Commission.

OTHR also needs skilled tradespersons aypds. Shunting irthe yad will not be frequent but

For example, Carpenters, Plumbers, Electricians, regularas movements are required. Typically

BoilermakersPainterplus more. shunting would occur in bringing rolling stock to

Please also contact Greg Bourne as above with your the station for display at open days, special events

experience. and rallies.

As a result of our recently granted accreditationto  { UAff AYGSNBAGSR Ay @2f dzyi
shunt locomotives in the Oberon yard we are from you.

seeking volunteers who would like to train as
drivers or ancillary staff.

Please contact Vice President Martyn Sairnbgy
email at admin@OTHR.com.au

OTHR is wolunteer group so you will be
volunteering with a fun group but with serious
intent.

The art of concentration.
Working Bee September/October

WOW, look at all the volunteer positions now
becoming available!!

Important
| want to drive a loco or the tractor for shunting or
a track maintenance vehicle thaul materials | nfo rm a.t| on

around the yard.

But what do | do?
Help us bring our heritage railway to life by
Step one: contact President Greg or Vice President  becoming a financial member of the Oberon Tarana

Martyn via our email address and indicate interest. Heritage Railway Inc.
Step 2 when advised, organise a medical at the Membership of Oberon Tarana HeritaBailway
appropriate level (there arehree levels of rail Inc. is a vluable way you can contribute to our
medical). vision.

Individual annual membership co$20.00 per year
Step 3: when advised, our trainer will instruct you and new members are welcomed at any time

Ay O2yGNRBEtEAY3I GNIFAYyas O Nrichin2deBr. 2N ¢a+xQa G2 GKS
appropriate certificate level.
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Membership is required to cover insurance for any
volunteer work you are able to contribute.

Memberdip is due at the end of de annually.

Refer to OTHR website to downloadapplication,
or complete the fom at the end of this newsletter.

Some recent comments

Our Facebook page/( )
is a good source of what people think about us.

A couple of positive recent comments are:

DNJ KI'Y | |kdbliNdtha exceltekt lupdate,
and your solid answers to folloup commaents. A
gStf NHzyz
liking the idea of sharing your space with other
offerings, building a tourist precinct,\arsified and
with broad appeal, a very open minded committee
you must have. OTHR on our tour list eved dlays
RNAGS | gl &H

XIFYR FTNRBY dSdidiheiay OKY
committee deserve every accolade for their hard
g 2 NJ
GKAOK gAff
an inspiration to ther communities.
/ 2y 3ANY (dzf A2y acE

And yet another received via the OTHR website:

al Stf2 DNXB3IZ al Nhey |yR
Oberon Tarana Heritage Railway. Ron and | would
like to tell you how much we enjoyed visiting your
Heritage Rail site when we weeim Oberon a couple

of weeks ago. We especially thank you, Martyn, for
your informative and enjoyable guided tour of your
museum. What you have achieved with a small
group is amazing, and we wish you much success in
0§KS Fdzi dzZNBEXdd2 S  @hiyduk
future projects, and hope to return to your area
before too much time passes.

Yours in Rail History

{FYRN} FyR w2y |l aas
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Work onOberon Railway
Station is underway.

OTHR is pleased teport that the tender for the
refurbishment of the historic Oberon Station
Platform has been let.

The successful tenderer, the Morestone Group,
anticipates work will get underway on Thursday
15" October 2019.

This is indeed an exciting mof@ward.

Work should be completed by Christmas.

oN2
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The sparks fly.

Working Bee  September /October

New merchandise delivered
2F (KS

The first of the new range of merchandise has been
delivered.

OTHR caps are now available for purchase now and
are of verygood quality.
Prices: $15.00 members, $20.00 Amembers.

& 2 dz Getinffor yowsowg Sa i ¢

An online store is being set up to allow distant
members to purchase our merchandise. Look for it
soon as part of the OTHR website.

Further additions to the merchandise rangdl be
added slowly throughout 2019.


http://www.facebook.com/othr.inc

A select number of local businesses are now museums featuring tractors and other memorabilia

stocking OTHR merchandise. The stores include and a fantastic military museualso clse by
Oberon Visitor Information Centre, Oberon

Licenced Post Office, Kringle Cottage and Arrows Nearby is the largest cool climate garden ie th
Newsagency. world, over 160 acres in siziéie World Heritage

listed Jenolan cavethe museums and world
famous racing car track and shopping delights of
S|eepeFS nearby Bathurst and of course the sites and

delights ofthe famous Blue Mountains also within

You arereminded that we have a supply of sleepers 50 minutesdrive of Oberon.

for sale. Some are suitable for landscaping and

some suitable for firewood. See the advertisement Piqued your interest? Who do yaontact?

later in the newsletter about firewood. If you want

to purchase landscaping sleepers, contact President To get you started you can contact Oberon Tarana

Greg Bourne Heritage Railwainc. (0408 606 889 Dave) the
These sales are a good source of income for your Oberon Visitor Information Centre on 6329 8210
organisation. Mat, Debbie or Lynne)

We haveexpertise in organising group stays, from a
day to a week, and can assist you in organising a
visit to Oberon.

Somemajorevents coming up in the next couple of
monthsinclude:

1 Insight Railway Tour

f ¢KS lyydzZt a52B%tzx &SN \
organised by the AJS and Matchless
Motorcycle Club.

Ready for replacement. Pastevents have been:
Working Bee September/October

1 Morgan Muster(ananniversary tour by the

About Oberon g g Morgan Owners Cl)b
9 Triumph Car Club weekend
Spring andsummerin Oberon is a combination of I Geelong Ca€lub weekKong visit.
stable, temperate alpine climate with more than 1 Peugeot Car Nationals over an extended
enough attractions to keep a group of visitors week end
occupied for a week or more. i Variousseniorsbus groups
1 School Children.
LiQa Ftglea F OKIFttSy3asS T2 7 porselessiCa@dye Tiub thtgreadiondd OSy i
manager or ceprdinator to continue to come up Tour.

with interesting places to gand see.
Oberon, the perfect place to base yourself for a

Have you ever considered Oberon? week or a few days or even just a day!

Oberon is the first authentic country town west of hoSNRY Aa 2dzal (o2 K2dz2NA 7T
the Blue Mountains. It is the home of the Oberon Suburbstwo and a half hours from Canberra, and

Tarana Heritage Railway Inc. Within the heritage an easyand lovely drive from Dubbo as well the

railway precinct you wifind a vibrant ad active Hunter Valley.

heritage railway interpretive centre, the only Skoda

Tatra Car Museum in Australia, and a regional There is a team of friendly locals here to help.

museum. Nearby is one of the best private



One thinga for sure, you wilbe more than
welcome in Oberon

country running and mountaihike time
trials along the beautiful shores of Lake
Oberon. Registration free.

Oberon Tarana Heritage Railwéagc. Open
Day.2 November 10.00 amp2.00PM Entry
$5.00 (under 18 free) morning tea $10.00

pp.

Contact us any time to discuss. 1

Oberon Simply Spectacular!

Email 1 AJS and Matchless Rally Display, Oberon
Or phone 0437 389 684 Greg, or 0408 606 889 Heritage Railway Statiod WI Y LJ2 (3 wl f f
Dave. November from 11.30 am. Five museums

open around Oberon. Entry fees apply to
each museum.

Learn to FlyOne of the best of road bike
tracks in NSW. Open most weekends.
Contact Learn to Fly for details.

We would appreciate you passing this newsletter to
others who might be thinkig about a wonderful q
and vibrant trip to a spectacular part of Australia.

Oberong more than you imagine!

Oberon Outdoor Week

Oberong Shakespeariah  YS| y Ay 3
LX I OS¢ @

Get all details from the Oberon Visitor

! KI LILISIHfornyation Centre on (02) 6328210 or

November has more than enough activities

i A
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OberonOutdoor Week has: ﬁate announced f%l’
1 The Oberon Redfin Roundy@¢ 3 .
Novemberg a fishing extravaganz8ook in 2020 Oberon Herltage
on the day. Fair

1 The Oberon Heritage and Homestead
Tours 2, 3,4,6,8 9,10tH" Novembera _

TILAOAYFGAYI 6FHE1 ofF O nn PTRRECORRteqhas apngugggdihen 5

very beginnings. Tours includeur guide Oberon Heritage Fair will be held on

transport, morning tea, country style lunch Saturday 1% March 2020.

and entry feesThe 910" November tour ) ]

includes the Oberon Heritage Station 2020 sees Qberon Tqrana Heritage Railway

Precinct with lunch on the station and all Inc. promoting the Fair at th®beron

three museums on site will be open for Heritage Station Precinct.

inspection. Book with Oberon Visitor ,

Information Centre or book online With two museums and the Oberon
Railwayinterpretive Display all on site, the

. Cost $89 PP. Fair promises a very different format to the

1 Oberon Skate Park Oberon Commah. Fair presented by the Oberon Heritage &
November. Set in the fabulous Oberon Collectors Club Inc. in 2019. ,
Common, witness professional skatingh Both groups are closely atigd and take it
Blunt Side Sk8 Park Tours and be coached year about to present the Fair.
by professionalg something for the family.

q T)r/uSOberon Fozsicking Frgmﬁy7,8,9 y Reserve Satu.rday M\/Iarch 202&0 enqu
November, workshops, displays and a day of all things heritage. This event is not
instructional sessions. A family activity. to be missed.

1 The Oberon Bike Week Rat Rade.

November Oberorolf Club. Includes cross

10
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The task is finished.
Working Bee September/October.

ext Working Bee

eep an eye on the
News/ What
Section of the
Website.

September/October
Working Bee wrapé

OTHR volunteers had a number of mini working
bees during the period; tasks included:

i1 The start of vegetation control around the
tracks.

1 Afinal declutter from under the awning.

1 Changed out a number of signal rodding
chairs.

i Relocate the caravan from within the
Rolling stoclshed to the awning.

1 Unloadedsometimbers and sleepers from
West Wyalong.

1 Installed some signage around thard.

1 Declutter in front of the office/store in
preparation of extending 6 road.

Project Working Bee"2& 3td October 2019.

A project working bee was held on the first
Wednesday and Thursday of October, to replace
F2dzNJ vné f Sy 3 Kadn)aPthie NI A f
station platform.

Wednesday morning saw five OTHR volunteers
remove all dog spikes, unbolt the fish plates and
remove the rail. During the afternoon four lengths

diere relocated from the stockpile and placed on

11

ers. Early finish on tiday to allow
members to go home and get ready for the AGM
held on Wednesday night.

Thusday morningsaw four OTHR Volunteers cut

up rail to length, drill bolt holes in one end, bolted

all four rails up, gauged and pinned all four rails, job
done!

We are always on the lookout for volunteers for
working bees.
Generally volunteers are required to participate in
allocated tasks.
If you can help, contact President Greg
Not all work is onerous and can be as little or as
much as you can put in.
We wouldlike to see anyone with railway trade
SELINASYOS odzi GKFGQa y?2
There is a job for everyone.
,2dz R2y Qi KIFI@S G2 4GdSy
the ones that fit in your timeframe.
You will te&ke away experiences from yourrtie at
Oberon.
Some of the benefits of volunteering are:

1 Developing new skills

puls



1 Meeting new people

9 Assisting with a meaningfuhnd important
cause

1 Contributing to the community

1 A sense of belonging.

Why not be a part of our happy band of volunteers?

Open days are held on thé' Saturday of each
month to coincide with the Oberon Farmers
Market.

Volunteers will be required to meet and greet
visitors, show them through the displays and try to
answer any questions.

If you wish to volunteer at the open dagkease

contact PresidentGrey ! £ £ (Kl G4§Q&a NXB
broad knowledge of OTHR history and an ability to
talk with people. The work is rewarding.

12

Monthly Open Days.

TheOberon Station precinct holdspen days on
the 1% Saturday of the month, the same day as the
Oberon Farmers Markets.

Some changes have been madéth the
establishment of a professional though small
railway interpretive displayanentry fee of$5.00
pp (children unédr 18 free)anda pop upcafé
servinga Devonshe tea foran additional$10.00.

The result has seemlarge increase in visiter
comprising locals and tourists

Your committee is also actively advertising for
group visits and we are pvading arailway
experience bar none.

Groups are starting to line up and results so far
have been encouraging.

If you are a member of another group, say a car
club or Rotary or Probus or a gardening club, etc.
and that group is looking for an excursioregde
suggest they book a group visit to Oberon station.

Hosting a recent group tour

 dZA NBR A& |



